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LITERATURE OF MODERN LANGUAGE 
METHODOLOGY IN AMERICA FOR 1916 

(No. 4) 

Addenda to the last bibliography, 1915, in The Modem 
Language Journal, Vol. 1:1, October, 1916 

a) Handschin, Charles. How May the Report of the Committee 
on Modem Languages Prove Helpful? In School and Society, 
1:23, June 5, 1915, pp. 806-13. 

Handschin as a member of the new N. E. A., Committee of Twelve on 
Modem Languages speaks in detail of the aims and methods of instruction, and 
asserts that the Report stands for the reform or direct method. — Helpful 
remarks. 

b) Greenleaf , Jeanne H. The Use of Phonetics in the Teaching of 
Modem Languages. In Proceedings of Annual Meeting of 
California High School Teachers' Association, 1915, pp. 156-61. 

Pleads in favor of phonetic transcription for the acquisition of a good 
French pronunciation. Is convinced of the value and efficacy of technical 
phonetics. 

c) Prokosch, E. The Teaching of German in Secondary Schools, 
Bulletin of the University of Texas, July 20, 1915, No. 41. 55 
pp. Gratis. 

A booklet of practical value for the teacher of German. Stresses the 
general principles of the Direct or Reform Method, and gives practical sugges- 
tions on pronunciation, speaking, reading, grammar, and written work. 

PERIODICALS 

Monatshefte 

I . Stroebe, Lilian L. Wie kann sich der Lehrer eine gute Kenntnis 

des deutschen Lebens erwerben? 

Ein Kapitel zur Frage der Weiterbildung der Lehrer der 

deutschen Sprache. 17 :i-7, January. 

Mentions eighteen modem novels and short stories that familiarize the 
reader with certain phases of German life and institutions. The total price of 
all these volumes amounts to but $5.00. They are intended to be studied 
privately by the teacher during one year. — Suggestive — ^readable. 

(29) 
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2. House, Roy Temple. Punctuation in the Beginning Class. 
i7 7~8, January. 

Furnishes an irreducible minimum of rules on German punctuation. 

3. Meyer, Frederick. German in the Grades: Aims, Matter, 
and Method. 17:9-16, January. 

Interesting though replete with dogmatic assertions. 

4. Weigel, John C. The Reorganization of Teachers' Training in 
German in our Colleges and Universities. 17:16-20, January; 
and 17:34-44, February. 

Outlines ably and explains fully the theoretical and practical training the 
University of Chicago gives its prospective teachers of German. Other 
institutions may well imitate this or a similar scheme as more must be done in 
pedagogical courses. Cf. No. 20. 

5. Young, Caroline. Modem Language Study as a Contribution 
to the Practical, Disciplinary Training of the Student. 17 :4s- 
52, February. 

A symposium of dicta by all sorts of persons to prove the value of foreign 
language study. 

6. Kenngott, A. Outside Reading as an Important Factor in 
Modem Language Instruction. 17 :89-97, March. 

Similarly to his instructive- monograph in School Review, June, 1914, 
Kenngott furnishes here at greater length his reasons for the value of extra 
reading. Gives a graded list of German books for boys and another one for 
girls. The sphere of interest of the pupils is paramount under his "ten 
commandments." 

Cf. L. J. A. Ibershoff, 17:127-28, April, in corroboration of Kenngott's 
position. 

7. Keidel, Heinrich. Activities, Methods and Principles of 
German Clubs in American Colleges. 17:116-20, April; and 
17:147-54, May. 

The writer comes to this conclusion : the center of the class is the teacher, 
the center of a students' club should be the student. Gives interesting and 
instructive information and statistics. about the various German clubs. 

8. Titsworth, Paul E. The Attitude of the American Teacher of 
German toward Germany. 17 :i9S-99, June. 

A dispassionate appreciation of Germany, German, and the teaching 
thereof as to discipline and more thoroughgoing preparedness. (Cf. nos. 24 
and 33). 
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9. Scherer, Peter. Uber den inneren Zusammeiihang des 
deutschen Kursus in der Elementarschtile und High School. 
17:257-63, October. 

Rightly argues for proper correlation of Gemian instruction in both 
schools. Language teaching should be idealistic, cultural and utilitarian. 

10. Griebsch, Max. Warum die direkte Methode? 17:293-301, 
November. 

The answer to this query is : the direct method conforms to psychological 
and pedagogical principles. Griebsch advocates, therefore, such a method 
unreservedly. 

11. Kramer, Emil. Sprachiibungen in der Elementarschule. 
17:301-05, November. 

Believes in systematic exercises for drill, based upon the reading or upon 
the subject-matter under discussion. 

12. Hamann, F. A. Der Gebrauch der Phonetik im neusprach- 
lichen Unterricht in der High School. 17:305-07, November. 

A few general remarks to the effect that phonetic instruction, coupled with 
oral exercises, will lead through conscious imitation to the acquisition of a good 
pronunciation. 

13. von Unwerth, Frida. Wie weit soil der Gebrauch der en- 
glischen Sprache im neusprachlichem Unterricht zulassig sein? 
17:307-13, November. 

Holds that English might be employed in those cases where it means a 
saving of time, or where it contributes to a deeper imderstanding. — A stimu- 
lating contribution. (Of. in this connection: Modern Language Teaching, 
London, 12:128-31, July, a monograph written by F. B. Kirkman.) 

14. Cochran, E. E. Methods of Teaching German in Oklahoma. 

17:352-55. December. 

Hopes to see modem language teaching standardized so that the direct 
method will be introduced ever3rwhere. Where the Reform has taken place 
in Oklahoma, results are more tangible than they used to be by the old method. 
Comparisons have been made between classes taught by different methods. 
In this evaluation, the direct method has demonstrated its superiority. 

Educational Review 

15. Whitney, Marian P. The Place of Reading in the Modem 
Language Coiu-se. 51:189-97, February. 

This pertinent article is based in all essentials upon the writer's monograph 
in Proceedings of the New York State Teachers Association, 1912, pp. 212-16. 
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There is a marked difference between real reading and translating. Work 
in reading ought to vary so that some parts shall be studied intensively and 
others extensively. (Cf. review in Modem Language Bulletin of Southern 
CaUfomia Association, April, 1916, p. 20.) 

16. Krause, Carl A. Why the Direct Method for a Modem 
Langtiage? 51, 254-67, March. 

The direct principle should be observed in efficient modern language 
instruction. A word on reading concludes the paper. 

17. Ballard, Anna Woods. The Direct Method and its Applica- 
tion to American Schools. 51:447-56, May. 

The only way of teaching that difficult subject of French pronuncia- 
tion is by the use of Phonetics. 

18. Zick, Henry. The Teaching of Modem Languages in 
European Secondary Schools. 51:488-510, May. 

This report to Dr. Wm. H. Maxwell, City Superintendent of Schools, New 
York, is a painstaking, scholarly account of the writer's observations in 
England, France, and Germany. Its perusal will prove of decided profit. 
Withal, the best teaching in those countries is done by a direct method. 

(Appeared in April, 1916, as a Bulletin of the High School Teachers, 
Association of New York City, No. 62, pp. 13-19.) 



The School Review 

19. Deihl, J. D. A Plan for Handling Advanced Reading-Texts 
in Modem Foreign Languages. 24:359-64, May. 

Outlines and discusses five "processes" for more effective treatment of 
reading-texts in the third and fourth year of high-school instruction. The 
suggestions are sane, and are the outgrowth of actual class-room experience. 

20. Deihl, J. D. Directed Teaching and Directed Observation. — 
A Correction and an Explanation. 24:515-20, September. 

A friendly polemic aimed at Mr. Weigel's reference to the Wisconsin plan 
of training teachers; cf. No. 4. 

21. Bovee, A. G. French Phonetic Training in the University 
High School. (Chicago). 24:675-79, November. 

Illustrates the French vowels and the French consonant-sounds by two 
charts with the symbols of the International Phonetic Association. Explains 
his method of handling the charts. 
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Education 

22. Sutherland, W. A. Grimm's Law and its Relation to the 
Study of Foreign Languages in High Schools. 37:49-50, 
September. 

Believes in the importance of teaching this law to beginners as well as to 
advanced university students. 

The Pedagogical Seminary 

23. Barrows, Sarah T. Experimental Phonetics as an Aid to the 

Study of Language. 23:63-75, March. 

Champions from her own experience Experimental Phonetics as having 
actual and permanent value to the student and teacher of language in learning 
or teaching pronunciation. Thirteen "figures" illustrate a few kymograph 
records of speech sounds: — A stimulating exposition of the subject. 

School and Society 

24. Porterfield, Allen Wilson. The Study of German in the 
Future. IV, no. 91, pp. 473-80, September 23d. 

Presents his opinion that the study of German is highly helpful to Ameri- 
cans, and that the number of students of German is not likely to be affected by 
the war. (Cf. similarly E. Simmonot's Rapport sur la question de I'enseigne- 
ment de rAUemand, in Les Langues Modernes, Paris, 14:204-43, Nov.-Dec. 
Or: Modern Language Teaching, London, i2,nos. i & 2 seq.; Die Neueren 
Sprachen, 24:385-93, November; Educational Review, 52:92-94; Monatshefte, 
17, No. 7, 8, and 10.) 

Bulletin of the New England Modem Language Association 

(Some Definite Proposals for Securing Better Teaching Efficiency 
in Modem Language Teaching) 

25. Talbot, L. Raymond. A College Normal Course for the 
Training of Students to become Teachers of Modem Languages. 
Vol. VI, May, 1916, pp. 22-26. 

Explains his French normal course at Boston University. 

26. Snedden, David. Some Problems of Special Training of 
Modem Language Teachers. 6:26-33. 

Is convinced that the problems of aim or objectives are most important j'n 
modem language instruction in America. Recommends a full discussion of 
administrative ends in our training and teaching. 
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(Voices the same sentiments in his Problems of Secondary Education, 
Houghton Mifl9in Company, Boston, 1917. 333 pp. $1.50. Chapter XIV, pp. 
150-68, is addressed to a Teacher of Modem Languages. — ^A book of force and 
of independent thought.) 

27. Bagster-Collins, E. W. The Work of a Teachers' College in 
the Training of Modem Language Teachers. 6:33-42. 

Stresses besides a few general courses in education, methodology with 
phonetics and observation with practice teaching. Some such plan as the 
German Probejahr seems to him the best solution. Bagster-Collins speaks 
authoritatively. 

Bulletin of the New York State Modem Language Association 

28. Orr-Carson, Agnes. The Question Before Us. Vol. 2, No. 4, 
pp. 43-52, January. 

An introductory paper read at the 7th Annual Meeting (1915). Thinks 
that results, not methods, should be our aim. It is, however, not quite patent 
from this article how to obtain results without method. 

AU good teaching, indeed, must have guiding principles, i. e., method. 
(Cf.,e. g., Henri Hovelaque, Des Langues Vivantes, des Humanit^s, de la 
Culture in Les Langues Modernes, Paris, 14:97-110, May-Jime.) 

29. Sachs, Julius. The Essentials in the Preparation of a Teacher 
of Modem Languages. Vol. 2, no. 5, pp. 55-71, February. 

Phonetic training and mastery of the foreign language in every phase are 
considered requisites for future success. (Cf. Mod. Language Bulletin, 
Southern California, 2, 2:5-6, October, r^sirni^ of a paper by R. Schevill.) 

30. Hyde, Isabelle. French as a Commercial Subject. Vol. 2, 
No. 7, pp. 83-89, April. 

Enumerates the business pursuits requiring a knowledge of French. 
Outlines the work in French for a three years' commercial course in a girls' 
high school. The last remarks deal with the practical results of the Commer- 
cial French Course. 

(Appeared synchronously in Bulletin of the High School Teachers' 
Association of New York City, No. 62, pp. 19-24.) 

Modem Language Bulletin 

Published by the 
Modem Language Association of Southern California 

31. Johnston, Oliver M. A Suggestion with Reference to the 
Interpretation of French Grammar. Vol. II, No. i, April, pp. 
2-5- 
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Has selected the position of the adjective, the use of the subjimctive, and 
the use of the past tenses of the indicative to illustrate the importance of 
endeavoring to interpret the principles underlying the facts of grammar. — 
Suggestive and helpful remarks. 

32. Espinosa, Aurelio M. La Ensefianza del Espafiol, Vol. II, 
No. 2, October, pp. 6-8. 

Pleads for thoroughness of preparation of teachers of Spanish. French 
and German professors should not teach Spanish, just as French, e. g., should 
not be entrusted to Spanish or Italian instructors. 

33. Wheeler, Carleton Ames. Why German? Vol. II, No. 3, 
December, pp. 1-7. 

A sympathetic study of the reasons why German should retain its position 
as an important educational subject. Of. no. 24. 

The Wisconsin Association of Modem Foreign Language 
Teachers 

34. Goodnight, S. H. The Choice of Reading Matter. Btdletin 
No. I, Jantiary, pp. 3-9. 

Briefly speaks of the general principles in order to discuss in detail in a 
sound and forceful manner the types of reading matter in German. His 
comments on practical problems are timely and worth reading. 

35. Ruddock, Edith L. Types of Class Work, i ig-ii, January. 
An academic argumentation pro et contra Direct Method. 

36. Menger, Jr., F. J. Modem Language Study as a Contribution 
to the Ethical and Cultural Development of the Student. 
1:12-16, January. 

Languages are literary, social, and humanizing factors in education. 

37. Young, Charles £. The Status of Modem Language Teacher 
Training in the Colleges and Normal Schools of Wisconsin. 
Bulletin No. 3, November, pp. 6-8. 

The short report deals almost entirely with German. It gives information 
of what is actually being done. Pious wishes are not recorded. 

Association of Modem Language Teachers of the Middle 
States and Maryland 

38. Hervey, William Addison. Report by the Committee on 
Investigation and Resolutions. Proc. 3d Annual Meeting, 
Nov. 27, 191 5. Publ. 1916, pp. 4-13. 
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A revised plan for an Aiu-al and Oral Test for admission to college in 
French, German, and Spanish. Questions and answers are listed in three 
tables. — An illuminating report with subsequent discussion. 



University of Illinois Bulletin 

School of Education, No. 15 

39. Brown, J. Stanley. Supervised Study in Modem Languages. 
Vol. 13, No. 21, Jan. 24th, 1916, pp. 301-04. 

Explains the scheme in vogue at Joliet. The direct method is employed 
with gratifying results. It presupposes well-prepared, enthusiastic teachers. 

Examination of the Public School System of the City of Buffalo 

by the Education Department of the State of New York, 191 6. 

40. (Price, William R.) Modem Languages. Report on Teach- 
ing in the Elementary Schools, pp. 105-09. Report on High 
Schools, pp. 131-33- 

An objective, authoritative survey with definite recommendations to 
make the study of modern languages worth while, essentially uniform, and 
adequately supervised. 

The Sierra Educational News 

Proceedings of the California High School Teachers' Association 

41. Cooper, William A. Collegiate Training of High School 
Teachers of German. Vol. 12, No. 8, August, 1916, pp. 127- 
34- 

Elucidates the Stanford University plan of preparing students to teach 
German by a teachers' course and practice teaching. The latter is for the most 
part done at home in the college itself. While this system is not perfect, it has 
nevertheless some advantages. 

42. Turner, L. M. Les Limitations de la M6thode Directe. Vol. 
12, No. 8, 140-43, August. 

Presents nothing new as he himself admits. Though a University teacher, 
Turner confuses the Direct Principle with the Direct Method as an art, which 
to him is an iron-clad device. The writer is not aware of the fact that the 
direct method as applied to American conditions is not, in details of procedure, 
la m^thode directe en France, but rather a reform method, direct in principle 
but flexible in its application. A direct method does not use the foreign tongue 
■exclusively with fanatic zeal. 
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The Modem Language Journal 

43. Kayser, C. F. The Federation and the Proposed Modem 
Language Journal, i ri-g, October. 

An opportune plea in behalf of professional organizations. Cf. in this 
connection: W. A. Cooper, in Modern Language Bulletin of Southern Cali- 
ornia, 2, 2:1-4, October. (Reprinted in University of the State of New York 
Bulletin, No. 628, December i, pp. 14-21.) 

44. Meras, Albert A. Possibilities in a Reading Lesson. 1:10-17, 
October. 

Valuable hints for the treatment of French reading lessons. A direct- 
method procedure is cogently advocated. 

45. Holbrook, Richard T. The Editing of French Texts for 
Schools and Colleges, i : 18-3 2, October. 

Gives sane advice as to the text proper and the pedagogical apparatus such 
as notes, questions, exercises, and vocabularies. Editors will find many helpful 
ideas in this article, especially in regard to the compiling of a vocabulary. 

46. Carl A. Krause. Literature of Modem Language Methodol- 
ogy in America for 1915. 1:33-40, October. 

An enumeration of the methodological and phonetic publications of 19 15 
with epitomes. (Cf. an abstract in University of the State of New York 
Bulletin, No. 628, p. 22; Modem Language Bulletin of Southern California, 
December, p. 17.) 

47. Purin, Charles M. The Direct Teaching of Modem Foreign 
Languages in American High Schools. 1:43-51, November. 

Wishes to see the Direct Method as applied to American schools preferably 
called the Reform Method, since it approximates rather the German system 
than the non-elastic, radical M6thode Directe en France. In the last analysis, 
however. Reform Method means direct teaching as opposed to the traditional 
indirect grammar-translation procediu-e. Purin himself — like others — speaks 
of the "Reform Method better known as the 'Direct Method'," thereby using 
the two terms synonymously as, e. g., in Modern Language Notes, 21 :320, May. 
(Cf. abstract in Modern Language Bulletin, Southern California, II, 1:5-6, 
April.) Cf. likewise on this point C. A. Krause, Uber die Reformmethode in 
Amerika, 1914, pp. 6-7. 

48. Delhi, J. D. Individual Differences and Note-Book Work in 
Modem Foreign Languages, i :S2-58, November. 

Disolsses two plans for French and German classes to provide for the 
individual needs of the pupils. 
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49. Stroebe, Lilian L. Das Studitun der Geographie und Landes- 
kunde Deutschlands. 1:59-71, November. 

A stimulating contribution to the topic: Realien. Recommends a 
number of excellent, illustrated books that will familiarize the studious teacher 
with land and people. Again emphasizes the necessity of possessing a small, 
well-selected library. When all is said and done, a teacher, at least, should 
understand the life and soul of the foreign nation. 

50. Hervey, Wm. Addison. Oral Practice — Its Piirpose, Means, 
and Difficulties. 1:79-91, December. 

A powerful brief for oral training and oral proficiency in modem languages. 
Columbia University in 'Oral Practice' is leading the academic procession. 
(Reprinted in University of the State of New York Bulletin, No. 628, pp. 23-35.) 

51. Laub, Allen V. The Review in Modem Language Teaching. 
1 :92-95, December. 

Points out the importance of systematic and thorough reviewing and 
drilling in the vocabulary, forms, syntax, and thought material. 

52. Gianella, Amelia F. The Use of Flash Cards for Drill in 
French, i :96-99, December. 

A dubious scheme. 

53. Wood, Charlotte. Socialization of the Modem Foreign Lan- 
guage Recitation, i :ioo-o4, December. 

The spirit of universal brotherhood should permeate our instruction. 

54. Reichling, G. A. The Correlation between the Ability to 
Classify German Vocables into their Semasiological Categories 
and the Knowledge of their Exact Signification, i :io5-o9, 
December. 

A preliminary study of the above problem. Presents percentages and 
word-lists. 

55. Mersereau, E. B. How can we create an Interest in Outside 
Reading in our German Classes, and how direct it? i :iii-i2, 
December. 

Draws four conclusions about outside reading. Cf. Kenngott's treatises. 

University of the State of New York Bulletin 

The Equipment of the Modem Foreign Language Teacher 

56. Jonas, J. B. E. The Equipment of the Modem Foreign Lan- 
guage Teacher, Bulletin No. 628, December i, pp. 3-9. 
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Has some novel ideas. By way of digression, agitates a lengthening of the 
school year, the sabbatical, and opening of school in October. 

57. Meras, A. A. College Training of Teachers of Modem 
Languages, pp. 10-13. 

Suggests for a diploma as teacher of French seven theoretical and practical 
graduate courses and a state examination to test the candidate's oral and aural 
ability in the use of the modem language. 

58. Paget, Frances. Some points in Technic in Modem Language 
Teaching: pp. 36-45. 

Gives valuable, concrete advice on the treatment of pronunciation, dicta- 
tion, reading, conversation, exercise writing, composition, and 'unclassified 
points' in teaching French. 

59. Ballard, Anna Woods. The Teaching of French Pronuncia- 
tion by the Use of Phonetic Sjmibols, pp. 46-51. 

Considers the use of phonetic symbols the swiftest, surest, and most 
interesting method of attaining a correct French pronunciation. Explains her 
mode of presentation, which is practicable and vital. Cf. 17. 

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 

60. Heyd, Jacob Wilhelm. Modem Language Series No. 2. 
Bulletin of the First District Normal School, Kirksville, Mo. 
Vol. 16, No. 2, February. 15 pp. Gratis. 

Takes up in a trenchant manner Reading versus Translation, the Teacher, 
Method, Grammar, Composition, and Word-building. A brief supplementary 
book list is given at the close of the brochure. Again stands squarely for the 
direct method. 

61. Schlenker, Carl. Bulletin for Teachers of German. The 
University of Minnesota, No. 8, August, 41 pp. 25 cents. 

Written, unfortunately, without a thorough survey of the field. Hence 
there are numerous misstatements as also many wretched misprints. 

(Cf. for reviews Modern Language Journal, 1:113-14, December; Wis- 
consin Bulletin, 3:12.) 

62. (Fiske, G. C.) Foreign Language Study. Btilletin of the 
University of Wisconsin, December, 14 pp. Gratis. 

Issued by the College of Letters and Science through a Committee of 
Three, representing the Classical, Romance, and Germanic languages. The 
purpose of the pamphlet is to furnish an authentic statement on the aim and 
value of foreigti language study. As it stands, it may be of value to the 
teaching of classics. 
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63. (Prokosch, E.) The Foreign Language Teachers' Btdletin, 
Bulletin of the University of Texas, No. 20, April 5, 18 pp. 
Gratis. 

This is a Special Number for Teachers of Modern Languages and contains 
a Report on the Conditions of Modern Language Instruction in the Secondary 
Schools of Texas. It follows the order of the questionnaire which was sent to 
all teachers in the State. Definite recommendations are embodied for the sake 
of improving conditions, of offering guidance in reading texts, et al. 

64. (Whitney, Marian P.) Vassar College Graduate Course in 
German. Bulletin, VI: 2, April. 

An Announcement and Course of Study. The reasons for offering such 
a one-year graduate course leading to the degree of M.A., especially adapted to 
the need of those intending to teach German, are set forth minutely and lucidly. 
Vassar has taken the initiative in a movement which, we hope, will spread from 
Coast to Coast. 

65. Bobbitt, Franklin. What the schools teach and might teach. 
Cleveland Education Stirvey, 1916. 108 pp. 25 cents. 

Just four pages are devoted to Foreign Languages, pp. 94-97. This 
chapter is, therefore, highly superficial and the writer guUibly opinionated as he 
leans on a report made ten years ago, much of which is no longer tenable. 
(Cf. Scherer's comments in Monatshefie, Vol. 17, October, No. 9.) 

66. Starch, Daniel. Educational Measurements. Macmillan, 
New York, 1916. 202 pp. $1.25. 

Chapters XI, XII, and XIII, pp. 171-87, are on the measurement of 
ability in Latin, German, and French. We shall leave chapter XI to the 
classicist for digestion and confine our remarks to the modem languages. 

The author's tests for measuring mental ability are not all psychological, 
pedagogical, or dependable. They signify nothing for educational guidance. 
They are tragicomical. 

Test I is a vocabulary test to measure the size of a pupil's vocabulary. It 
is supposed to be a representative and uniform sampling of the entire foreign 
vocabulary, composed of two sets of 100 words each. These lists contain 
numerous exotic, quixotic vocables and show like all the sets many typographi- 
cal errors. The second kind is a reading test composed of a series of thirty 
disconnected sentences arranged roughly in the order of increasing difficulty. 
The purpose is to measure a pupil's ability to read German or French by 
translating the various sentences. 

It is high time that some linguists enter the ranks of experimental psy- 
chologists to insure standardized, scientific measurements of ability in foreign 
languages. Then the day of crude, subjective, amateurish measurements in 
our field will be over. 
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(Cf. for destructive criticisms of the book: The School Review, 25:62-63, 
January, 1917; and Educational Review, 52:527-28, December.) 

That the psychologists themselves are highly skeptical of many experimen- 
tal studies on measurement of mental ability, is proved, e. g., by W. A. McCall, 
Correlation of Some Psychological and Educational Measurements, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, New York City, 1916. 

67. Brown, Rollo Walter. How the French Boy Learns to Write. 
Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 1915. 2 impr. 1916, 
260 pp. $1.25. 

Chapter VI, pp. 155-173, is on Foreign Languages where the Direct 
Method in Modern Languages and its influence on the native tongue is 
described. The Preparation of the French Teacher is another illumina- 
ting exposition. The main stress lies, of course, upon composition work. 
The whole study is sympathetic, suggestive, and stimulating. We, in 
America, can and should learn much from such a comparative, first hand study 
of educational method. 

(Cf. reviews in, e. g., Les Langues Modernes, 14:72-73, March-April; 
Educational Review, 52 : 206, September.) Cf . Compte Rendu du Deuxi^me 
Congrfes de Langue et de Literature Frangaise, Publ. 1916. 

68. Krause, Carl A. The Direct Method in Modem Languages. 
Scribner's, New York, 1916. 139 pp. $.75. 

Ten previously published contributions to methods and didactics in 
modem languages, dealing with various phases of our teaching. The basic 
principles of the direct method as also their application to our instruction are 
discussed. 

(Cf. reviews in: Monatshefte, 17: 321-22, November; The School Review, 
25: 61-62, January; Modern Language Notes, 32: 320, May.) 

69. Prokosch, E. The Sounds and History of the German 
Language. Holt, New York, 1916. 212 pp. $1.75. 

The ideal book for collegiate courses on phonetics and on the history of 
sounds and of forms. It is indispensable to a progressive teacher as a Vade 
mecum on questions of German pronunciation (Part I.) 

The second, historical part shows a wholesome individuality of presenta- 
tion. 

(Cf. review in: The Modern Language Journal, 1:317-19, May.) 

Conclusions: i. 1916 shows the high-water mark of methodo- 
logical output in America: 69 treatises by 59 different writers. 
Prior to it, thirty-seven articles had been the most as in 1904, 1913, 
and 1914. We seem to have become less dependent upon Evirope. 

2. The importance of phonetics is realized more and more, 
chiefly for the teaching of French pronunciation. 
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3. Women have published liberally with 15 of 69 contributions. 

4. The Romance Languages are represented with 15 of 69, 
which likewise shows an increasing attention to matters pedagogi- 
cal. Strangely enough, Spanish is a waif with but one monograph. 

5. The appearance of the nation-wide Modern Language 
Journal is undubitably of prime importance in linguistic method- 
ology. 

6. The Direct Principle patently reigns supreme among those 
who know, experiment and publish. 
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